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Welcome

Buying a home is one of the most
significant decisions you'll make, and it
should feel exciting, not overwhelming.

This guide walks you through exactly what to expect at every
stage of the home-buying journey, so you always know what's

happening, what comes next, and why it matters.

SIX STEPS TO YOUR NEXT HOME

1. Get Pre-Approved

2. Define Your Needs

3. Start the Search

4. Make a Competitive Offer

5. Inspection & Appraisal

6. Closing Day
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1
Get Pre-Approved
Before you start touring homes, connect with a lender to get
pre-approved. This tells you exactly what you can afford,
strengthens your offer when you find the right home, and
prevents you from falling in love with something outside your
budget.

2
Define Your Needs
Make a clear list of must-haves versus nice-to-haves: location,
size, school district, commute time, and budget ceiling. This
keeps your search focused and helps your agent bring you homes
that truly fit, rather than wasting your time.

3
Start the Search
With your criteria set, your agent will bring you curated
listings that match, and set up showings around your schedule.
Take notes on each property, ask questions, and trust your
instincts. The right home usually feels different the moment you
walk in.

3The NEXT Realty  |  Office: 501.667.NEXT  |  tech@TheNEXTRealty.com  |  417 Main St., Suite 4E, Little Rock, AR 72201



4
Make a Competitive Offer
Once you find the one, your agent will help you craft an offer
that's competitive without overpaying, factoring in market
conditions, comparable sales, and the seller's likely
motivations. A strong offer isn't always the highest one; it's
the smartest one.

5
Inspection & Appraisal
After your offer is accepted, a licensed inspector examines the
home for issues, and a lender-ordered appraisal confirms its
value. These steps protect you, giving you the chance to
negotiate repairs or credits before you're locked in.

6
Closing Day
This is where it becomes official. You'll review and sign the
final paperwork, transfer funds, and receive your keys. Your
agent will walk you through every document beforehand so nothing
on closing day feels like a surprise.
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Common Mistakes to Avoid

• Skipping pre-approval and shopping outside your real
budget.

• Waiving the inspection to make an offer look stronger.

• Making large purchases or changing jobs while under
contract.

• Underestimating closing costs and move-in expenses.

• Going it alone without an agent representing your
interests.

“The right guidance turns a stressful process into an
exciting one.”
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Your Next Chapter Starts Here

READY TO GET STARTED?

Schedule a complimentary, no-pressure consultation and let's talk
about what's next for you.

Office: 501.667.NEXT

The NEXT Realty  |  Licensed Real Estate Brokerage — Arkansas

tech@TheNEXTRealty.com

417 Main St., Suite 4E, Little Rock, AR 72201


